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Toplines

● Youth turnout was predicted to be very high, perhaps matching 2008’s 48.8%.

● With over 40m votes already collected, actual youth turnout is even stronger than predicted.

● As young people often vote late, that we are already finding an increase in youth vote share 
in a vastly larger early vote electorate suggests we may be seeing an election where young 
people turn out in very large numbers and have a significant impact on the election.

● Given their deep embrace of Joe Biden this year, this possible big youth turnout could very well 
make the difference for Democrats in close states and Senate races.



Demographics









National Polls Show Young Voters at 2008 Lean



https://iop.harvard.edu/about/newsletter-press-release/harvard-youth-poll-election-2020

National Polls Show Young Voters at 2008 Turnout

https://iop.harvard.edu/about/newsletter-press-release/harvard-youth-poll-election-2020


Young People Believe They Can Lead Change 

https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/poll-young-people-believe-they-can-lead-change-unprecedented-election-cycle

Our CaPA September 2020 survey of “ambivalent” young voters in non-urban areas shows a similar 
finding: “The COVID-19 pandemic has made me feel that political leaders’ decisions impact 
people’s everyday life.”

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Y8Lgkvjx7MbxcPx3faeZ1PQBIBrfBQ9kvSxe3dKDzQo/edit#slide=id.ga1866b7ee0_0_27

https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/poll-young-people-believe-they-can-lead-change-unprecedented-election-cycle
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Y8Lgkvjx7MbxcPx3faeZ1PQBIBrfBQ9kvSxe3dKDzQo/edit#slide=id.ga1866b7ee0_0_27


Young Voters are “Certain to Vote” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/oct-6-9-2020-washington-post-abc-news-national-poll/e4e13300-1a85-4b08-ac26-5975d0de0d51/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2

https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/oct-6-9-2020-washington-post-abc-news-national-poll/e4e13300-1a85-4b08-ac26-5975d0de0d51/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2


Historical Trend Suggests 2008 Turnout Level in 
2020

http://www.electproject.org/home/voter-turnout/demographics

http://www.electproject.org/home/voter-turnout/demographics


As of 10/22, 18-29 y/o 
early vote is 3x 2016, and 
the share is up 30%

https://targetearly.targetsmart.com/index.html

https://targetearly.targetsmart.com/index.html


https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/absentee-and-early-voting-youth-2020-election

https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/absentee-and-early-voting-youth-2020-election

